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way that makes us all incredibly 
proud of the work they are doing 
every day." 
For the fourth year in a row, all 
32 team winners will be high-
lighted as nominees and recog-
nized for their important work 
during the week leading up to 
Super Bowl LVI. The 2021 
Walter Payton NFL Man of the 
Year will be announced during 
NFL Honors, a primetime awards 
special to air nationally the 
Thursday before Super Bowl LVI 
on ABC. 
 All 32 nominees will receive up 
to a $40,000 donation in their 
name to their charity of choice. 
The winner of the Walter Payton 
NFL Man of the Year award will 
receive a $250,000 donation to 
the charity of their choice. All 
donations are courtesy of the 
NFL Foundation and Nation-
wide. 
"The Walter Payton NFL Man of 
the Year nominees continue to 
impress and inspire us, and Na-
tionwide is proud to recognize 
their exemplary commitment to 
giving back and making a differ-
ence," said RAMON JONES, 
Executive Vice President and 
Chief Marketing Officer at Na-
tionwide. "It is an honor to show-
case their stories and support the 
charitable organizations that 
benefit from the extraordinary ef-
forts of these community cham-
pions." 
Fans are encouraged to partici-
pate in Nationwide's 7th annual 
Charity Challenge, a social 
media campaign designed to sup-
port and promote team nominees. 
Fans can vote on Twitter by using 
#WPMOYChallenge followed 
by their favorite nominee's last 
name or Twitter handle. The 
player whose unique hashtag is 
used the most between Dec. 7 
and Jan. 17 will receive a 
$25,000 contribution to their 
charity of choice, while the sec-
ond and third place finishers will 
receive $10,000 and $5,000 do-
nations, all courtesy of Nation-
wide. Hashtag information and 
official rules can be found at 
nfl.com/manoftheyear 
Beginning in 2017, the Walter 
Payton NFL Man of the Year tro-
phy silhouette came to life in uni-
form elements to further 
recognize past award winners 
and current nominees. The three 
current players who have won 
the award—J.J. WATT, CALAIS 
CAMPBELL and RUSSELL 
WILSON —continue to wear a 
Man of the Year patch on their 
jerseys to recognize their out-
standing contributions to the 
game and to their communities. 
All 2021 nominees will wear a 

Man of the Year helmet decal be-
ginning Week 14 and continuing 
through the end of the season in 
recognition of their accomplish-
ments on and off the field. 
Each of these players support 
many different causes, ranging 
from social justice work, sup-
porting veterans, fighting home-
lessness and more. For more 
information on the nominees and 
the award, visit NFL.com/manof-
theyear. 
Below is a list of the 2021 nomi-
nees: 
 

TEAMS and NOMINEES 
 
Arizona Cardinals -Kelvin 
Beachum 
Atlanta Falcons - Mike Davis 
Baltimore Ravens -Bradley 
Bozeman 
Buffalo Bills -Harrison Phillips 
Carolina Panthers  -DJ Moore 
Chicago Bears - Jimmy Gra-
ham 
Cincinnati Bengals - Sam Hub-
bard 
Cleveland Browns- Denzel 
Ward 
Dallas Cowboys  - Dak Prescott 
Denver Broncos -Justin Sim-
mons 
Detroit Lions- Jason Cabinda 
Green Bay Packers - Aaron 
Jones 
Houston Texans -Justin Reid 
Indianapolis Colts - Kenny 
Moore II 
Jacksonville Jaguars - Myles 
Jack 
Kansas City Chiefs -Tyrann 
Mathieu 
Las Vegas Raiders - Darren 
Waller 
Los Angeles Chargers - Corey 
Linsley 
Los Angeles Rams -Andrew 
Whitworth 
Miami Dolphins -Jerome Baker 
Minnesota Vikings - An-
thony Barr 
New England Patriots - Law-
rence Guy 
New Orleans Saints - Cam-
eron Jordan 
New York Giants - Logan Ryan 
New York Jets - Quinnen Wil-
liams 
Philadelphia Eagles - Jason 
Kelce 
Pittsburgh Steelers -Cameron 
Heyward 
San Francisco 49ers -Arik 
Armstead 
Seattle Seahawks - Tyler Lock-
ett 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers - Mike 
Evans 
Tennessee Titans - Derrick 
Henry 
Washington Football Team  
- Jonathan Allen 

Titans travel to Pittsburgh for clash with Steelers
Tennessee Titans (9-4) at Pitts-
burgh Steelers (6-6-1) 
Sunday, Dec. 19, 2021 • 1 p.m. 
EST/Noon CST • Heinz Field • 
Pittsburgh, Pa. • TV: CBS 
 
NASHVILLE — This week the 
Tennessee Titans travel to Pitts-
burgh to face the Pittsburgh-
Steelers (6-6-1), marking the 
80th all-time meeting between 
the franchises. Kickoff at Heinz 
Field (capacity 68,400) is sched-
uled for 1 p.m. EST/noon CST 
on Sunday, Dec. 19. 
 With four games remaining in 
the regular season, the Titans are 
9-4 and hold a twogame lead 
over the 7-6 Indianapolis Colts in 
the AFC South. They will win 
their second consecutive division 
title with any two combined Ti-
tans wins and/or Colts losses. 
The Colts host the New England 
Patriots this week in a Saturday 
night matchup. 
 A win this week over the 
Steelers, who won the AFC 
North a year ago, would give the 
Titans an 8-0 mark this season 
against teams that made the play-
offs in 2020. They would join the 
2007 New England Patriots (8-0) 
as the only teams since the 1970 
NFL-AFL merger to win eight 
games against the previous sea-
son's playoff qualifiers.  
 Sunday's contest will be re-
gionally televised on CBS, in-
cluding Nashville affiliate 

WTVF NewsChannel 5. The 
broadcast team includes play-by-
play announcer Jim Nantz, ana-
lyst Tony Romo and reporter 
Tracy Wolfson. 
Fans can livestream the broad-
cast on their mobile devices from 
the Titans Mobile App (iOS and 
Android), as well as on desktop 
computers and mobile web at 
TennesseeTitans.com. Restric-
tions apply. For information and 
more streaming options visit 
TennesseeTitans.com or 
NFL.com/ways-to-watch. 
The Titans Radio Network and 
Nashville flagship 104.5 The 
Zone will carry the game across 
the Mid-South with the “Voice of 
the Titans” Mike Keith, analyst 
Dave McGinnis, sideline reporter 
Amie Wells and gameday host 
Rhett Bryan. 
 
TITANS GET BACK ON 
TRACK WITH SHUTOUT 
WIN 
 Following a Week 13 bye, the 
Titans hosted the Jacksonville 
Jaguars last week and ended a 
two-game skid with a 20-0 vic-

tory. The defense limited the Jag-
uars to 192 total yards, eight 
rushing yards and nine first 
downs. Four different members 
of the Titans defense registered 
an interception: linebackers 
Jayon Brown and Rashaan Evans 
and cornerbacks Kristian Fulton 
and Buster Skrine. 
It was the 17th shutout victory by 
the Titans in franchise history 
and the first since Dec. 16, 2018, 
when they went on the road to 
defeat the Giants 17-0. They had 
not shut out an opponent at Nis-
san Stadium since Dec. 25, 2000 
against the Dallas Cowboys (31-
0). 
The Titans' ninth victory guaran-
teed them a winning record for 
the sixth consecutive season—
every year since Jon Robinson 
was hired as general manager in 
2016. He is the only general 
manager in franchise history to 
oversee six total winning sea-
sons, and he did so in his first six 
years on the job. Mike Vrabel, 
who came to the Titans in 2018, 
became the only head coach in 
franchise history other than Jack 
Pardee (1990–1993) to begin his 
tenure with at least four consec-
utive winning seasons. 
Vrabel played four seasons in the 
Steel City after being selected in 
the third round (91st overall) of 
the 1997 NFL Draft. He totaled 
51 games for the Steelers, 
recording 56 tackles, seven 

sacks, three forced fumbles and 
three fumble recoveries. 
 
THE STEELERS 
The Steelers will have three extra 
days of rest to prepare for the Ti-
tans after playing last Thursday at 
Minnesota. They fell behind to 
the Vikings 29-0 in the third 
quarter before storming back to 
make the score 36-28. A two-mi-
nute drive at the end of regulation 
nearly gave the Steelers the op-
portunity to force overtime, but 
time expired with the Steelers on 
the Vikings' 12-yard line. 
Steelers head coach Mike Tomlin 
is in his 15th season in Pitts-
burgh. He has led his club to 
seven AFC North titles and nine 
playoff berths, including two 
trips to the Super Bowl (XLIII 
and XLV). 

Tennessee Titans’ Derrick Henry is a Walter Payton NFL 
Man of the Year nominee. (Photo/courtesy: TN Titans).

Women soccer head coach Brooks 
Monaghan adds highly-sought-after 
star Mie Jung Carstensen to team

pansion of our business in Ger-
many.” 
 Before joining Deutsche Sport 
Marketing in 2020, Steinforth 
spent three years as commercial 
director at Bundesliga club For-
tuna Düsseldorf and two years as 
strategy manager at Manchester 
United. His previous work ex-
perience includes Deutsche Fuß-
ball-Liga, ProSiebenSat1 as well 
as the management consultancy 
Boston Consulting Group. 
“I am looking forward to this 

challenging and exciting new 
role,” said Steinforth. “The NFL 
has great momentum in Ger-
many and I am confident I can 
use my experience to create 
further opportunities to develop 
the sport and expand NFL’s fan 
base. The NFL is committed to 
growth in Germany and I am 
honored to be playing a part in 
that process.” 
  
 Steinforth is expected to take up 
his NFL duties early in 2022. 
 

NFL appoints Steinforth to 
lead Germany expansion 
from sports page 1

MEMPHIS, Tenn. – Head 
women's soccer coach Brooks 
Monaghan has added another 
highly sought-after name to his 
roster for next season in Mie 
Jung Carstensen. 

Coach Brooks Monaghan

 "We are thrilled to welcome Mie 
to the Tiger Family," said Mon-
aghan. "She is a very technical 
player that has experience at the 
highest level in Denmark.  We 
are excited to expand our inter-
national connections by adding 
someone like Mie with her capa-
bilities as a player.  We cannot 
wait for her to get here in Janu-
ary." 
   Carstensen, a forward/mid-
fielder from Veksoe, Denmark, 
comes to Memphis after playing 
for FC Nordsjælland that plays 

in the Top Tier Division in Den-
mark.  She also was selected to 
the U14 and U15 Danish Na-
tional Teams. Carstensen has an 
extensive playing history with 
clubs throughout Denmark and 
has been playing against top aca-
demies throughout her youth like 
Barcelona and Chelsea FC.  She 
won several regional champion-
ships and national cups and was 
a part of the team that won the 
world's largest youth tournament, 
the Norway International Cup. 
  Why Memphis for Carstensen: 
"Their belief in me to come back 

Mie Jung Carstensen

“We are thrilled to welcome 
Mie to the Tiger Family," said 
Monaghan. "She is a very 
technical player that has ex-
perience at the highest level 
in Denmark.  We are excited 
to expand our international 
connections by adding some-
one like Mie with her capabil-
ities as a player.  We cannot 
wait for her to get here in 
January." stronger from my injury makes 

me even more motivated to get 
back to playing at a high level.  
Their professional set-up with 
their coaching staff, training staff, 
and high-level soccer that com-
petes for championships on a 
consistent basis is why I chose 
Memphis." 
 How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Soccer, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media chan-
nels on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook. 

 NFL Network announces broadcast teams for  Saturday 
  N.Y, N.Y. - NFL Network has 
set its broadcast teams for the 
Week 15 doubleheader on Sat-
urday, December 18. 
 Joe Davis and Kurt Warner, 
along with Melissa Stark and 
Steve Wyche on the sidelines, 
will call the Las Vegas Raiders 
vs. Cleveland Browns game at 
4:30 PM ET from Cleveland. 
 Kevin Burkhardt and Greg 
Olsen, along with Pam Oliver 

and Kristina Pink on the side-
lines, will call the New England 
Patriots vs. Indianapolis Colts 
game at 8:15 PM ET from Indi-
anapolis. 
 In addition to airing on NFL 
Network, each game will be 
available on local broadcast sta-
tions in the respective markets of 
the competing teams (KSNV in 
Las Vegas, WOIO in Cleveland, 
WBZ in Boston and WXIN in In-

dianapolis) 
 Fans can stream these games 
through NFL digital properties 
across devices (NFL.com and 
the NFL app), NFL Network dis-
tributors' apps and sites, and on 
phones via Yahoo Sports and the 
respective teams' mobile proper-
ties. Live game audio will be 
broadcast nationally by West-
wood One, and carried on Siri-
usXM and TuneIn. 

By William M. Larsha, Jr., 
Senior Sports Correspondent 

The Mid-South Tribune 
and the  

Black Information Highway 
 
MEMPHIS- The Memphis Tigers 
basketball team hosted number 6 
ranked Alabama at FedEx Forum 
on December 14. The Tigers, 
who led by as many as 19 points 
in the contest, ran away from the 
Tide to secure a 92-78 victory. 
 This was a huge win for the 
Tigers for several reasons. The 
team came into the game on a 4-
game losing streak. They were 
trying to avoid the program's first 

See related story on 
 sports-ent. page 5

5 game losing streak in 20 years. 
After a much-heralded number 1 
recruiting class, expectations at 
the start of the season were high 
for Coach Penny Hardaway's 
young squad. However, the start 
produced anxiety among fans. 
For the first time, Hardaway was 
beginning to be questioned. 
 The Tigers lost to Iowa State, 
Georgia, Ole Miss and Murray 
State. They were heavy favorites 
in each of those games. They 
began the season ranked in the 
top 10 in the nation. By the time 
the Alabama game rolled around, 
they were out of the polls. The 
team needed a statement win over 
a top opponent to quiet some of 
the noise. 
  
 The Alabama game displayed a 
much different team than the one 
that lost its previous 4. Five 
Tigers were in double figures, led 
by DeAndre Williams' 20 points 
on 7-of-10 shooting. Jalen Duren 
added 14 on 7-of-9 shooting, 
Landers Nolley II made three 3-
pointers en route to 13 points and 
Lester Quinones added 12. Coach 
Hardaway preached team ball 
and the Tigers finally played it. 
 The Tigers led 37-32 at halftime. 
At the start of the 2nd half, they 
went on a 12-0 run to stretch the 
lead to 19. The Tide would get no 
closer than 9 points. It was the 
program's first win against a top 
10 team since 2011.  
 
 Hardaway said. “That’s how we 
felt it was going to be from the 
very beginning.” The Tigers now 
hope it continues. 

Memphis 
Tigers bounce 
over Alabama 

for big win


